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NON-PROFIT  
ADVOCACY & LOBBYING 



WHAT IS A NONPROFIT? 
•  An organization whose purpose is dedicated to 

a cause or mission rather than making a profit.  



TYPES OF NONPROFITS 
•  There are 29 types of organizations that qualify as (tax-exempt) non-profits: 

•  …charitable foundations, state-charted unions, Chambers of Commerce… 

        (Percentage of types of non-profit organizations in the United States) 



MY INTERNSHIP AT SCSBCC (SOUTH CAROLINA SMALL BUSINESS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE) 

 CEO: FRANK KNAPP JR. (AD FIRM, PR, LOBBYIST) 
  

•  Advocate and lobby legislation to help SC Small Businesses 



WHAT NON-PROFITS DO: 
 ADVOCACY & LOBBYING 

•  Advocacy- a range of activities that seek to bring about a social change. 
•  Lobbying- attempts to influence specific legislation through direct/

grassroots communication with legislators or staff.  
•  Direct- with legislative member 
•  Grassroots- with public opinion 

Advocacy can occur without lobbying, but lobbying cannot occur without 
advocacy. 

Lobbying is constitutionally protected free speech. 
BUT…3 rules: 
- be registered, no gifts, no provisions (“earmarks” & insider info) 

- Basically… NO bribery or exchange of favors.  



STRUCTURE OF A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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